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Welcome to Southwest Fox 2019! 
 

The sixteenth annual Southwest Fox conference is the only Visual FoxPro conference in North America. This guide 
provides logistical information for the conference. See the conference web site, www.swfox.net, for speaker 
biographies, session abstracts, the conference schedule, and other information. 

Although we’ve worked hard to put this conference together, it wouldn’t have happened without the efforts of 
quite a few others. First, our thanks to our speakers, without whom there would be no conference. We’ve been 
giving presentations for many years, so we know what’s involved in preparing a high-quality conference session. 
Our thanks to Rick Borup, Jody Meyer, Tracy Pearson, Cathy Pountney, Kevin Ragsdale, Eric Selje, Rick Strahl, Tuvia 
Vinitsky, and Christof Wollenhaupt, who made the time to prepare materials and be here, despite busy work and 
family schedules. 

Our sponsors help keep conference costs down by providing funds and goodies for us to give away. Our exhibitors 
took the time to come to the conferences to show you the latest tools to help you get the most out of your 

development efforts. 

Rick’s wife Therese and Tamar’s husband Marshal left their usual responsibilities at home to come along and serve 
as staff, taking on whatever odds and ends needed to be done and errands needed running. Conference Geeks 
provided projectors. Frank Perez Sr., who lives in the area, accepted shipments for us, saving us time and shipping 
charges. 

We hope Southwest Fox is everything you were expecting and more. Please be sure to fill out the conference 
evaluation to let us know how we did, and what we can improve. If there’s a problem we can fix right away, please 

let us or one of our staff know.  

 

 

http://www.swfox.net/
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Conference Information 
In this guide, you should find everything you need to get the most from the conference. But don’t hesitate to ask 

us or a staff member (look for the red Geek Gatherings shirts) if there’s anything you need. 

Conference Center 
Southwest Fox is held at the SanTan Elegante Conference & Reception Center (next to the DoubleTree by Hilton), 
1800 S. San Tan Village Parkway, Gilbert, Arizona, 85296, 800-445-8667, 480-809-4100, 
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/P/PHXSTDT-SWF-20191020/index.jhtml. Maps of the 
complex and the conference center are shown below. 

 

 

http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/P/PHXSTDT-SWF-20191020/index.jhtml
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Registration and Information 
Registration is at the Geek Gatherings table in the Desert Rose room, Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 
Friday and Saturday from 7:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. This is also where you can find conference staff for information. 

Badges 
Be sure to wear your name badge to all conference sessions, meals, and breaks. Your badge is coded to tell us 
what you’re eligible for. For example, only those attending two pre-conference sessions or who paid for it in 

advance get lunch on Thursday. 

Watch for the “New to Southwest” image on badges. This is for people who haven’t attended Southwest Fox 
before; in some cases, this is their first conference of any kind. Please take some extra time to introduce yourself 

and make all our new attendees feel welcome. 

Sessions 
Pre-conference sessions are held in the Flagstaff room. Regular sessions are in Elliott, Flagstaff, and Gilbert and 

exhibitor sessions are in Gilbert. 

Trade Show and Exhibitor Track 
The trade show is held in Desert Rose, the same room where meals and refreshments are served. Trade show 
hours are 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Thursday night following the keynote presentation (a reception), 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Friday and Saturday, and 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Sunday. Be sure to spend time talking to the exhibitors and 

learn how their products and services can enhance your development efforts and your business. 

To learn more about the products being offered by the exhibitors, be sure to attend the sessions in the exhibitor 

track (see the schedule for times). 

Keynote Presentation and Trade Show Reception 
The conference keynote will be presented on Thursday at 7:00 p.m. in a combined Elliott/Flagstaff room. It 
includes a welcome to the conference followed by the keynote presentation by Kevin Ragsdale titled “The Fox 

Family: A Whimsical Celebration of FoxPro and the FoxPro Community.” 

A reception immediately follows in Desert Rose as part of the trade show. Come have a drink and meet your fellow 
attendees! 

Free Wireless Internet Access 
Free wireless Internet access is provided throughout the conference area. Please share nicely with other people 
accessing the Internet. For example, please limit unnecessary streaming video, and streaming music would not be 

very cool. 

Evaluations 
Evaluations are very important to the success of the conference. They help us plan for next year’s conference by 
letting us know what we did right and what we could do better. They help speakers improve and fine-tune their 

sessions. 

Session and conference evaluations are done online. When you check in, you are provided a user ID and password. 
Navigate your browser to https://geekgatherings.com/Evaluation, login using the credentials on the back of your 

https://geekgatherings.com/Evaluation
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name badge, and fill out evaluations for each session and at the end of the conference for the conference as a 
whole. As an incentive, we’re doing a drawing at the closing session: those who submit evaluations are eligible for 

a free registration to a future Geek Gatherings event at the closing session. 

Closing Session 
The closing session formally ends the conference. It begins Sunday at 1:00 p.m. in a combined Elliott/Flagstaff 
room. Be sure to finish your evaluation of the conference and to submit at least one session evaluation before the 
closing session to be eligible for the drawings. 

Giveaway Drawings 
Drawings for door prizes will occur at the dinner party Friday night and at the closing session on Sunday. We have 
lots of software and other prizes to give away. For drawings on Friday, you must claim your prize before the closing 
session. For drawings at the closing session, you have to be present to win any physical items (we’ll contact 
winners of items for download), so be sure to attend that session. 

Meals and Breaks 
Breakfast is provided Friday, Saturday, and Sunday mornings. Lunch on Thursday is provided only for those 
attending two pre-conference sessions or who pre-purchased lunch during registration. Lunch is provided on 
Friday and Saturday for all attendees. Dinner is provided Friday night (see the next section, “Dinner Party”). All 
meals are served in Desert Rose. Refreshment breaks are provided Friday and Saturday afternoon from 4:45 to 

5:15 in Desert Rose. 

Dinner Party 
The conference dinner party is Friday night, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., on the Veranda outside  Desert Rose. It’s 
a great opportunity to relax after a long day of learning and meeting and chatting with fellow developers and 

speakers. 

If you want to bring a guest to the Dinner Party, tickets are $55 (which almost covers our cost), available at the 

registration table. 
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Airport Transportation 
If you want to share a ride with someone back to the airport, sign up on the airport ride sheet on the bulletin 
board in Desert Rose. 

Hotel Checkout 
Checkout time for the DoubleTree is 12:00, so if you are leaving on Sunday, be sure to check out in the morning 
before sessions start or during a break and leave your luggage with the bell staff. 

Conference Materials 
The conference download site, ftp://www.swfox.net (you will be provided a user name and password by email), 

contains white papers and sample code (if provided) for every session. 

Bulletin Board 
A bulletin board is available to post job openings, notices, meeting messages, etc. Also, if you want to share a ride 

back to the airport, sign up on the airport ride sheet on the bulletin board in Desert Rose. 

Spouse/Significant Other Program 
Spouses and significant others have informally found each other at prior conferences, and many of them have 
formed strong friendships over the years. Spouses/SOs will meet at the While Light Computing table inside the 
trade show reception after the keynote so they can plan activities to do during the conference while their special 

geeks are immersed in the conference. 

Mobile Devices and Laptops 
To avoid interruptions for speakers and other attendees, please set your mobile phone to silent or vibrate mode 
during sessions. If you need to take a call during a session, please leave the session room. Also, please mute your 

laptop or tablet if you plan on using it during sessions. 

Photography, Video, and Audio Recording 
You are welcome to take photos of sessions (please ask the speaker’s permission first) but audio and video 

recordings are prohibited. 

Polo Shirts, Sweatshirts, and Fleeces 
If you ordered a conference polo shirt, sweatshirt, or fleece before the conference, it will be available for pickup at 

registration. 

Please note that we have additional fleeces available for sale at the White Light Computing booth in the trade 
show area. There aren’t a lot so be sure to pick yours up early! 

Meet ‘n’ Greet 
Veteran conference attendees will tell you that one of the major benefits of attending a conference is the 
opportunity to meet and get to know other developers. While the Internet has certainly made the world a much 
smaller place, there’s nothing like chatting with someone face-to-face between sessions or over a beverage or 
meal. The people you meet this year may be next year’s co-workers, employers, employees, clients or trusted 
resources. Make it your goal to meet at least one new person at this conference. 

ftp://www.swfox.net/
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If you’re a first-time attendee, don’t feel intimidated because some attendees know each other well. Join a 
conversation! That applies to speakers, too; we have no unapproachable rock stars in our community, only really 
nice people. Feel free to engage any speaker in a conversation on any topic, not just programming. See the Tips for 
Attendees page (http://www.swfox.net/tips.aspx) on the conference Web site for more ideas. 

One of the best places to meet other people is in the bar. You don’t have to drink to have great conversations with 

fellow developers. 

Assistance 
If you have any questions or problems, please see one of the conference staff: Rick Schummer, Therese Schummer, 
Doug Hennig, Tamar Granor, and Marshal Granor. We’ll be wearing red Geek Gatherings shirts (except when Rick, 
Doug, and Tamar are wearing their speaker shirts). 

Local Restaurants 
There are lots of restaurants at the SanTan Village, just down the street from the hotel, including Famous Dave’s 
BBQ, Cantina Laredo, Brio Tuscan Grille, Red Robin, and many others. Also, right across the street from the hotel is 

Main Event, a sports bar with bowling, games, and video games. 

Code of Conduct 
Our conference is dedicated to providing a harassment-free conference experience for everyone. Harassment 
includes offensive verbal comments related to gender, gender identity and expression, age, sexual orientation, 
disability, physical appearance, body size, race, ethnicity, religion, or technology choices; sexual images in public 
spaces; deliberate intimidation, stalking, following, harassing photography or recording; sustained disruption of 
sessions or other events; inappropriate physical contact; and unwelcome sexual attention. We do not tolerate 
harassment of conference participants in any form. If a participant engages in harassing behavior, the conference 
organizers may take any action they deem appropriate, including warning the offender or expelling the offender 

from the conference with no refund. 

Sponsors are also subject to the anti-harassment policy. In particular, sponsors should not use sexualized images, 
activities, or other material. Booth staff (including volunteers) should not use sexualized 

clothing/uniforms/costumes, or otherwise create a sexualized environment. 

If you are being harassed, notice that someone else is being harassed, or have any other concerns, please contact a 
member of conference staff immediately (look for the red Geek Gatherings shirts) or email us at 
safety@geekgatherings.com. Conference staff will be happy to help participants contact hotel/venue security or 
local law enforcement, provide escorts, or otherwise assist those experiencing harassment to feel safe for the 

duration of the conference. We value your attendance. 

We expect participants to follow these rules at all conference venues and conference-related social events. 

http://www.swfox.net/tips.aspx
mailto:safety@geekgatherings.com
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