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The presentation covers a number of issues relating to the preparation and presentation of a Conference Session for a technical audience. This version specifically relates to the preparation of sessions for a Visual FoxPro conference and was made at the request of Rick Schummer for the 2007 SW Fox Conference. During the presentation Andy and Marcia refer to a number of tools that they use. These are included in the zip file which accompanies the presentation.

The first is a little utility, named "SetEdFnt.prg" that is based on code that was originally written by Christof Wollenhaupt, that will resize the font of the currently active VFP Window. This tool can be invoked from a hotkey using ON KEY LABEL and makes it easy to re-size fonts when showing code or other editing windows. The version offered here is the one for Code Editing windows and sets the font to "Courier New, Bold, 14pt". However, it is easy enough to modify this, or to create multiple versions for different font settings:
ON KEY LABEL Ctrl+F9 DO SetEdFnt

The second, named "SetBrowser.prg" sets the fonts for both the Class and Object Browsers. Again this needs to be assigned to a hot key so that when you start either the class, or object, browser a single keystroke sets the font to a more easily visible setting.

ON KEY LABEL Ctrl+F8 DO SetBrowser

The third, named "RunExplorer.prg" opens Windows Explorer to the specified directory, or in the absence of a named directory, to the current working directory. Again, this is intended to be set up on a hot key to simplify the task of locating files during a presentation.
ON KEY LABEL CTRL+F2 DO runexplorer 


WITH "C:\Documents and Settings\Andy Kramek\Application Data\Microsoft\Visual FoxPro 9"
All of this code should be installed in the VFP Home directory on the machine which will be used for presentations and the home directory should also be explicitly included in the presentation path.
During the session they also recommend the use of a "Demo Manager". The problem is that running demonstrations typically involves opening and modifying Screens, programs or classes. To simplify these tasks you need to create some sort of user interface. There is no particular style of format that works best – use whatever suits you. Andy uses a little form (Figure 1)
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Figure 1: Andy's "demo manager"
while Marcia prefers to add shortcuts to the Main Menu (Figure 2). 

Both are, however, data driven so that by adding records to a table the necessary items and actions can be added to the chosen interface. 

In both cases the necessary demo is run, or opened for viewing, by simply clicking on the appropriate button, or menu item. Not only does this avoid typing errors when trying to run demos, or fumbling around in Explorer trying to find the correct file locations, it makes the presenter's life easier by providing them with a list of demos that are available at any time. 

When used in combination with a setup program (like the one illustrated below) a Demo Manager also makes it quick and easy to recover from crashes, or errors that may occur when actually running demos.
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Figure 2: Marcia's Examples menu (note the adjacent "View Code" pad)
An example of a setup program is shown below. Note that this sets up the standard paths and hot keys needed for the session, and then invokes the demo manager. By running this one simple program all the necessary actions to make the presentation work can be handled in one place and easily maintained.

********************************************************************

*** Name.....: SETPRES.PRG

*** Author...: Andy Kramek & Marcia Akins

*** Date.....: 02/01/2006

*** Notice...: Copyright (c) 2006 Tightline Computers, Inc

*** Compiler.: Visual FoxPro 09.00.0000.3504 for Windows 

*** Function.: Setup Program for Data Access Best Practice

*** Returns..: Default

********************************************************************

CLEAR ALL

*** Set the path

lcPath = HOME() + ";" + FULLPATH( CURDIR()) + ";" + FULLPATH( CURDIR()) + "data"

SET PATH TO (lcPath)

*** And the class libraries

SET CLASSLIB TO rootclass, basectrl, genforms, presclass ADDITIVE

*** And the database

OPEN DATABASE tlcsample

*** Set up Hot Keys

ON KEY LABEL CTRL+F9 DO setedfnt

ON KEY LABEL CTRL+F8 DO SetBrowser

ON KEY LABEL CTRL+F7 DO RunExplorer

*** And open the demo manager

DO FORM demomgr
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